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Pine coloring must not be confounded with 
fine colors. Some of the finest colorists have 
avoided fine colors, and Sir Joshua Reynolds 
adduces as a proof that Apelles was a fine 
colorist, the statement by Pliny, that "after he 
had finished his pictures he passed an atramentum, 
or blackness, over the whole of them." 

Nor is the truth of imitation sufficient of itself 
to constitute fine coloring, though it always con- 
fers a value on a work of art. 

Fine coloring, in the higher walks of art, 
implies an adaptation of the general aspect or 
style of coloring to the expression and character 
of the subject; it then acquires the title of poeti- 
cal coloring, which is its highest commendation as 
a means of art. 

But independent of subject, there are other 
abstract qualifications of fine coloring to be sought 
for, in the representation of objects. 

It not only requires such an arrangement of 
tints and tones as shall produce an agreeable 
whole, but descends to minutiae, and demands 
that such tints and tones shall be obtained by a 
degree of refinement or idealization, within prob- 
ability, of the ordinary appearances of nature or 
by a selection of the greatest beauties it displays, 
and such a combination of them as shall contrib- 
ute to convey the most pleasing impressions, and 
present it under the most attractive aspect. 

As it is impossible with pigments to rival the 
brightness of light, it has been found necessary to 
adopt some method of forcing the effect of colors, 
so as to conceal or to supply a compensation for 
this deficiency and apparently to produce the vigor 
of truth. 

This has led to a difference of opinion between 
equally prominent painters; and to indicate the 
extreme view which opinion took, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds commended a picture of a moonlight 
scene by Rubens, which was so rich in color that, 
hiding the moon, it appeared as a sunset. 



Architects are having abundant opportunity 
to put forth their very best efforts in decoration, 
and it may be said that a good proportion of the 
business community is watchful of their efforts. 
The interior decorative work of private residences 
is seen by few and often choice modes of treat- 
ment there exhibited are never repeated, but the 
ornamentation or the structural beauty of business 
edifices is viewed by thousands, and meritorious 
features secure full appreciation. The prospect is 
of more extended decoration of office structures 
and a thorough mastery of its requirements is 
indispensable on the part of architects. There is 
a feature that should never be lost sight of, and 
that is the permanency of exterior work and the 
comparative instability of the interior; structures 
of brick or stone are intended and presumed to 
stand for years, and their face should be so con- 
structed as will give the greatest satisfaction and 
prove the most pleasing to the largest proportions 
of several generations. This should be the special 
study of architects, to overcome the influence of 
'prevailing fashions, to so put their ideas together 
in the general outward appearance of a building 



as will free it from the suspicion of ever becoming 
"old fashioned," outre, blase, or any other of the 
many critical conditions it is liable to get into if 
designed merely for the fast fleeting present. 

Interior adornment may be changed, rubbed 
out, and- commenced over, several times in the 
course of one generation, and in this way admits 
of a treatment either entirely local in its appeals 
for admiration or governed only by the prevailing 
taste. 



No summer passes without giving the public 
at least one opportunity for studying the inhuman 
and reckless principle upon which the ocean 
steamship companies are governed. The one idea 
uppermost in their mind is to cover the greatest 
number of miles per diem, regardless alike of the 
safety of their own passengers or those of their 
sister ships. 

The recent terrible accident was directly 
caused by this disposition on the part of an officer 
of the wrecked steamer to save a quarter of an 
hour in his time, rather than change his course, 
and after the vessel was sunken and its rescued 
crew and passengers picked up by a passing sailing 
vessel, it was this same unwillingness of another 
steamer to lose a few hours, that prompted it to 
pass unheeded the signals of distress which, were 
unquestionably shown, asking for relief for the 
shipwrecked persons. The steamer passed on its 
way, leaving them to the possibilities of starva- 
tion. 

The traveling portion of the public pay these 
companies sufficient every year to warrant some 
return in the way of a humanity which ordinary 
decency would seem to demand, and it should be 
exacted. 

The silly explanations made by those through 
whose negligence life has been either endangered 
or lost, should receive no credence. An officer or 
any one having other lives under his protection 
has no right to assume a position where there 
may be even a suspicion of danger, and his ex- 
planations or regrets count for little against the 
destruction he generally succeeds in bringing 
about. If criminal carelessness of this sort was 
punished as any other murder is punished, and if 
criminal indifference, such as passing unheeded 
signals of distress forfeited the right to command 
or sail a vessel, there might be a diminution of 
these two dangers at any rate, and a correspond- 
ingly increased feeling of security. This, however, 
can never be looked for until companies discourage 
in place of fostering the disposition of their 
captains to " lower the record " across the 
Atlantic, regardless of circumstances. 



It is hardly possible to take up an English 
paper interested in the subject of art, without 
reading from one to half a dozen notices of ex- 
hibitions of drawings and paintings, mostly com- 
petitive, held somewhere in London or possibly 
the other large cities. The American papers, on 
the contrary, have very little opportunity for 
recording any such aids to education ; our societies 
are numerous enough and sufficiently intellectual, 
it would seem, to get up such displays as this, but 
they most lack in enterprise or time, for those 
that are actually given are noticeably few in 
number and noticeably rare in recurrence. 

There is as much educating possibility in a 
well-selected exhibition of this character, as there 
is in a certain quantity of tuition, and it is a 
matter of surprise that our native artists and 
architects have not the faculty of understanding 
it. 



